
JOY

MESSAGE HIGHLIGHTS

Scripture: Philippians 1:12-26

Joy defies our circumstances.
In our weakness God shows His strength.
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most important victory in all of human history.
Paul’s people were post-resurrection people, and so are we!

GET TALKING 

What makes you really happy?  Why do you think it gives you so much happiness?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How are happiness and joy different?  How can you pursue the joy that “life in Christ” brings even when our 
circumstances are anything but joyful?

2. What issues are you willing to stand firm on as you discuss controversial things with others? Is this something that 
could damage your ability to show God’s love for others?  Brainstorm some ideas together on how you can engage in 
conversations about controversial topics in a way that demonstrates love and respect.

3. In today’s climate (political, pandemic, fear, etc.) why is it especially important to be focused on things that really matter 
from an eternal perspective. How can you support, encourage and challenge each other to refocus on what truly matters 
and to trust the Lord above all else?    

NEXT STEPS

As you engage with people this week, you will likely experience disappointments, difference of opinion, fear and stress.  When 
you might be tempted to search for happiness, quick fixes, or an escape, think about Paul and look past happiness, to the pure joy 
of Christ!  When you interact with others, choose to be intentional about pointing them to that same joy.

PRAYER

Ask God lead and guide you, regardless of your circumstances, and give you a sense of what is vital and what is for His glory 
to accomplish His will in and through you.  Ask Him to help you see, experience and seek the joy, His joy, that defies any 
circumstance.


