
PATIENCE

GET TALKING

What are some situations where you often find people with a “short fuse.”
 

MESSAGE HIGHLIGHTS

In Galatians 5 Paul lists the Fruit of the Spirit as:  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. We have been studying how these are all expressions of the character of Jesus lived out in and through us 
through the Holy Spirit leading and shaping us. It’s not a list of good manners or virtues to strive for using our own willpower. 
In addition, these expressions of Jesus’ character are for the benefit of others, not our own good standing. 

Know the Word (of God); be filled with the Spirit (of God); (then we) Bear the fruit (of God).

Patience is trusting that God is in control and that His timing is perfect. 
What we need to understand about divine patience is:
• God is patient with us.
• God is patient with others.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  (Choose 2 or 3)

1. Share a time when you, or someone you know, tried to take a faster or easier way to do something (or get somewhere) 
that ended up taking a lot more time and trouble than necessary?

2. We often pray for the Lord to help us through challenging situations and big decisions as well as the mundane everyday 
things we face.  

a. What are some ways you have seen prayer help in decision making, or navigating life’s obstacles, whether big or small?  

b. What do you think aids in discerning God’s will in our lives?  
c. What are factors that keep people from discerning God’s will?

3. This week our focus is on patience. Read James 5:7-8. 
a.  What are we to be patient for? What might the “Lord’s coming” look like in our lives today? 
b.   How are we to be patient? What helps us to stand firm? (Look for other scriptures with “stand firm” for clues.) 
c.   What ways does the world make being patient difficult? How do these relate to the challenges of discerning God’s will        
      in our lives from discussion question 2?

4. Read Luke 6:43-45. 
a.  What makes the tree good or bad? Are we able to make our hearts good through our own willpower? 
b. What are ways people “fake it to make it” in regard to bearing good fruit even when our hearts are not in a good place?         
      Share an example from your own life.

(continued)



5. Read Mark 11:12 and Luke 13:6-8. As you read, think about these questions: 
a.  What in the passage draws your attention or stands out as significant? 
b.  What questions does it bring in general, or for your own life? 
c.  How do the 2 passages relate?  
d.   What do you think God wants you to know about Him, or how He wants us to live?

6. To keep us from over simplifying and reducing the idea of “patience” down to something we find to be more 
manageable such as merely waiting cordially in line or not reacting negatively to someone who seems to be negatively 
impacting our lives, we need to remember: Patience is trusting that God is in control and that His timing is perfect. 
a. What tree do you most relate to today and what makes you think so? 
 ·  A tree in leaf too early impersonating the real thing (Mark 11:13) 
 · A tree found to not bear fruit year after year (Luke 13:7) 
  · A tree being given opportunity to be fertilized and bear the fruit of the Spirit (Luke 13: 8)

BIG IDEA

Patience is trusting that God is in control and that His timing is perfect.

NEXT STEPS

God is patient with us and with others. It is important that we do not forget that. We need to remember where our roots are 
planted -  the Word of God and being filled with His Spirit. The fruit of patience comes from the love that God has for us and 
for others as we are drawn into relationship with Him. What is one way you can make your relationship with God a priority by 
seeking His wisdom first in all things so we may change the way interact with one another? Make a commitment to taking that 
next step beginning this week.

PRAYER

Dear almighty God and merciful Savior, thank you for your patience and love for us. Please forgive us for the way we rush ahead 
and try to make life happen in our time and effort instead of according to your will and perfect timing. Although we regularly 
deserve to be cut down for not bearing Your fruit, Lord, invite us into Your life to be molded and shaped into being more like 
Jesus and to bear more and more fruit. Help us to turn to You and trust that You are in control and your timing is perfect. Help 
us put down our cheap imitations as we die to our old ways of thinking and doing things according to Your good will. In Jesus 
loving name, Amen.


